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Lance Schwart 

Flash flood pulls TopeKa teenager to his death 

By Laurie Whitten 
St a. f-f L·Jr i t er 

Lance Schv-1a.r·t, like 
many teenagers, needed a 
nudge when it came to 
taking responsibility. 
An enthusiastic Chris
tian, Schwart had been 
able to avoid most of 
the demands of adulthood 
1,.Jh i 1 e gr o�" i n g up i n h i '=· 

sheltered Topeka home. 
1,Jhen he left in Jan

uary to attend a Chr· is
ti an boarding school in 
the Domini can Republ, c, 
it was a different sto
r·/. 

"Lance was experienc
ing some typical prob
lems for his age," said 
Bob Botts, Schwart's 
uncle. "His parents 
thought it �•JOuld be 

helpful to place him in 
a more structured env i -
ronmen t. They l i Ked the 
Do m i n i  c a n  Republic 

schoo 1 because it was 
Christian-sponsored, and 
because it would teach 
nim all about adult res
ponsibility. 

"He seemed to be 
getting along fine 
there. His strong belief 
in God was a witness to 
the students there." 

Lance Robert Schwart, 
18, was Killed Sunday 
when a flash flood 
crashed through a canyon 
near the college, sweep
ing him from the grip of 
his friends. 

Schwart and seven 
friends from the United 
States had been at a 
favorite swimming hole 
adjoining a canyon river 
when the accident oc
curred. The s•JJimming 
hole was near the bottom 



of the canyon and within 
a mi le of the school, 
sa i d 8 i 11 G i 1 f i 11 an , 
Schwart's pastor at 
Topeka Bible Church. 

_Gilfillan said 
Sch�var t and his friends 
looked up in time to see 
a 20-foot �,ia 11 of vJa ter 
rushing toward them, and 
they tried to escape. 

"The:1 saw the water 
coming at them, and they 
s c amp e r e d u p t h e w a l 1 s 
of the canyon to get a-
1,Jay," he said. "But it 
came too fast--there was 
no place to go. They al 1 
joined hands and hung 
on. Unfortunately, Lance 
1,11as s�11ep t a�vay." 

Flash floods are com
mon in the Caribbean, 
Gilfillan said. In the 
one that Killed Schwart, 
the water rose almost 20 
feet in a minute, 

About 30 students, 
most of them from the 
United States, attended 
the sma 11 boar-ding 
school, Schwart �11as the 
only member of his con
gregation at tend in•� the 
school, 

HanK Nelson, youth 
minister at the Topeka 
Bible Church, said 
Schwart, who was born in 
Wichita and moved to 
Topeka in 1976, was a 
leader both in the 
church and at school. A 
former student at 
Washburn Rural high 
school, he was a member 
of Choice Lifestyles 
bible study and Campus 
Life, a Christian youth 
organization, 

"He was a real people 
person, and he had a 
heart for everyone," 
Helson said. "He 11Jas 
artistic. He designed 
T-shirts for our youth 

group as 1m� 11 -:\S fc,r 
Choice Lifestyles, 

Botts said his nephew 
1,11as sweet and gentle 
with friends and family, 

"Lance was a sweet
spirited young man," he 
said, "I have a 7-year
old son, Brandon, and 

Lance �<Jas very fond of 
him." 

Ser\Jices ,,\Ii n be -:1.t 3 
p .m. Saturday at the 
First Southern Baptist 
Church in Topeka. Memo
rials may be made to the 
ToReka Bible Church, 
1101 S.W. Mulvane, 

To peka , 66604. 

Penwell-Gabel funeral 
home is handling the 
arrangements. 




